Hermanos Unidos UCSB Newsletter Nov. - Dec. 2017
Edited by Cristobal Caballero
Webmaster

THANKSGIVING DINNER
Every November, Hermanos Unidos de UCSB throws one of its largest
community service events alongside La Escuelita (LE). We invited hundreds of
members of the surrounding community to come and enjoy a free dinner,
entertainment, gifts, and dancing with HU and LE. Through weeks of planning,
generous funding, and a lot of manpower from both organizations, Thanksgiving
Dinner 2017 was the most successful occurrence in recent history.
Thanksgiving Dinner was hosted on November 20, 2017. This year we had
over 300 members and families from the community in attendance.
We have associated this large increase with our increased efforts in outreach. Many
members from both HU and LE were hard at work reaching out to the community,
whether it was at neighboring churches, local community centers, or going door to
door to inform the families of our event.
Planning for the event started weeks earlier in October. Every week, members
from HU and LE met on campus to discuss
the planning for the event. Committees
were formed to handle different aspects of
Thanksgiving Dinner. These include the
outreach, entertainment, food, and daycare
committees, all formed by dedicated
members whom put in a lot of time to help
make the event run as smoothly as it did.
The food committee was critical in this years planning. They spent weeks looking at
various prices of foods various locations to ensure we used the most cost-efficient,
quality food for the community. As the event neared, it was still difficult to pinpoint

which location would have the best values, but sure enough, the committee was
successful in calculating how much food to prepare and from where to purchase the
ingredients. In total, we had turkey, ham, mashed potatoes, stuffing, vegetables, soda,
water, cheesecake and more to give to the happy families. Daycare was in charge of
creating a safe, fun space for the kids of the families to enjoy. For this, they bought
snacks for the children, including juice and pizza, and played some family movies, all in a
room near the actual event. The kids had a great time, and were sure the parents enjoyed
their stress-free dinner knowing their children were in a safe place.
The entertainment committee also played a large roll in this years Thanksgiving
Dinner. This committee created the games and competitions for participating community
members, and they also created the gifts given to the families and winners. These gifts
included gift baskets full of gift cards, health care products, and flowers. Additionally,
the entertainment committee was in charge of booking performances from several groups
including a banda, hula dancers, an acapella group, and more. It truly was a lively setting
for the families to enjoy their meals with a show.

THANKSMAS 2017


Thanks-mas is the time when all Hermanos can come together to be grateful for
two things: the quarter is almost over and the holidays are almost here. This year was
very cheerful with the new members settling in with returning members. After this event,
it hardly feels like there was ever new members because everyone was very comfortable
and the bonds between members had been cemented.
Alongside these new bonds, lineages were expanded. Our Outreach Chair, Carlos
Ocegueda, did an amazing job in making sure the pairings were enjoyable and plentiful.
This year we had over 20 new members receive an HU Big, and many returning
Hermanos received one or even two new Littles ! Thanks-mas was a great time for
everyone to enjoy some good food and grow closer together.

